FRONTIERS

can dictate my own terms. The enemy is in a very different
position to what he was at the time of the Frankfort
proposals: it is pretty certain that he will get very few of his
men back across the frontiers. His cavalry is thoroughly
exhausted and discouraged; his infantry is tired of marching
and counter-marching: in a word, he is utterly disheartened.
I hope, therefore, to be able to make such a peace as any
teasonable man could wish; and the Frankfort proposals are
the limit of my desires.

Give it out that the enemy is in difficulties, and has asked
for an armistice, or a suspension of arms; and that this is
absurd, because it would deprive me of the advantages my
manoeuvres have won. Add that this only shows how
completely the enemy is demoralised. Don't print this, but
see that everyone talks about it.

[JOSEPH, x, 133. The negotiations at CMtillon (v. No. 273) were
resumed on February 18. When both sides were at the point of agreeing
to the 'limits of 1791,' a temporary success of Napoleon at Montereau,
and the Allies* request for an armistice, led him to stand out for the
'natural frontiers.']
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PUBLICITY

TO M.  DE CHAMPAGNY, DUKE OF  CADORE

SUKVTLLE, February 19, 1814.

THE Empress has sent me a very interesting portrait of
the King of Rome in Polish costume, saying his prayers. If
only he were wearing the uniform of the National Guard>
I should like to have the picture engraved, tinder the title,
"I pray to God for my father and for France/ We might have
another edition printed in Polish dress. If this little engrav-
ing could be produced within 48 hours, and put on sale,
it would have an excellent effect. ...

[BROTONNE, ii, 2164.]
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